Contexts, Explorations, Projects, Hooks, and Other Ideas In Which to Use WEBCOMICS!

Ultimately, webcomics provide students with a larger context to share their work (they have the potential to reach a huge population who use the internet) and they are a fresh way of thinking about stale topics (plot and characterization, anyone?).  
· Include Webcomics with an ongoing storyline (like Manga Fox, The Phoenix Requiem, Naruto, or Bleach) as an alternative among book choices for various projects and book reports in which students can select their own book
· Create a series webcomics using software like bitstrips or by scanning a drawing online that places the characters of a novel in new situations not found in the book.  The characters should display the characteristics in the new situations relational to the ones in the novel.  
· Write the story in a book from a different point of view through a webcomic.  Take an entire story (or part of it) and write a version as someone else would tell it.
· Put together a cast for the film version of a book.  Imagine the director/producer wants a casting director to make recommendations.  Decide who would be the actors and actresses.  Include photos and descriptions of the stars and tell why each is "perfect" for the part.  Including these photos in a webcomic like, The New Adventures of Queen Victoria, create a webcomic that depicts a certain scene with these actors.  

· Select two different characters from two different books.  Have one character invite the other over for coffee, party, golf game, etc.  Select two characters with different personalities.  Make them talk to each other about a common topic from their respective viewpoints and detail the conversation in a webcomic.  
· Find a webcomic with a connected theme, idea, plot, character, grammatical elucidation to introduce a new unit or book.  
· Use webcomics to discuss parts of a novel or story: theme, mood, exaggeration, symbolism…
· Find political webcomics to model how a political cartoon works.  Have students research a topic that interests them and marginalizes some population in some way.  Have students create webcomics that give a voice to the marginalized point of view and post the comics on a class website in response to an image, webcomic, article, video that promotes the marginalized view.  
· Use a political webcomic for a Do Now to get students thinking about political issues and find one that interests them.
· Create webcomics using slang, AAVE, another language, and create one using Standard English that attempts to say the same thing.  Notice how the webcomics are drawn differently or the same and see how the meaning changes.  
· Use webcomics as a hook or activity to inspire reluctant readers, ELL students, or students with learning disabilities to match images with words and form images in their minds as they read.  
A few comics that might lead to interesting conversations…
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